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For the Week of Nov. 01
Autodesk buys Chinese Software Firm, 11-01-07

San Rafael based Autodesk has agreed to buy the Chinese engineering software developer Hannah Strategies boosting its development of digital Prototyping, building information modeling and 2D and 3D software. Auto desk had already owned a majority stake in Hannah, but the agreement will bring the Shanghai based company into its fold.  Autodesk plans to consolidate Hannah’s development team with its own.  Hannah has development centers in Shanghai, Atlanta and Pune, India. Autodesk, best noted for its popular AutoCAD engineering software in 1982 identified the reason behind its purchase to attract and develop top engineering students and professionals in China. No information was available about the acquisition price or timing of transition.
Cisco Acquires Securent, 11-01-07

San Jose based Cisco has acquired Securent Inc. for about $100 million in cash and assumed options.  Mt. View based Securent helps businesses manage access data and application over multiple systems.  It has about 57 employees and also has development operations in India.

The acquisition of Securent will enable Cisco and customers to protect application data regardless of vendor platform or operating systems.  The acquisition is Cisco’s 125th.  It is expected to close in the second quarter of 2008.  Upon closing, Securent will move into Cisco’s collaboration software group lead by senior vice president Don Proctor.
Hansen Medical Buys AorTx, 11-01-07

Mt. View based Hansen Medical Inc is a firm involved in catheter based heart valve technology has agreed to a definitive agreement to acquire the Redwood City based AorTx for $5 million in cash and $5 million in stock. AorTx is an early stage developer of "percutaneous" or catheter-based valve technology. This acquisition will allow Hansen Medical to leverage its Sensei(TM) Robotic Catheter system, which is currently marketed for electrophysiology procedures, into the rapidly developing market for percutaneous heart valve therapy. "It has been a core element of our business strategy to address not only the electrophysiology market, but expand the platform architecture of our Sensei system into applications such as structural heart disease including percutaneous valve replacement," said Frederic Moll, M.D., founder and chief executive officer of Hansen Medical. "This pending acquisition represents another step in a planned accumulation of intellectual property and novel technology to position Hansen Medical for entry into the emerging market for the treatment of structural heart disease.”We believe that our robotic technology and the AorTx design can play a vital role in the delivery of percutaneous valves by providing physicians improved precision and stabilization, as well as allow them to utilize a route of delivery that may dramatically reduce the risk of stroke, while not requiring a surgical incision," continued Dr. Moll. 
Westfalia Seperator Opens, 09-20-07

A German-based company that specializes in beverage and dairy technology soon will open an operation at the Keystone Pacific Business Park in Patterson, said Bill Bassitt, chief executive officer of the Stanislaus Economic Development & Workforce Alliance. Westfalia Separator Inc. manufactures equipment that separates fluids from solids. The company will employ about 25 people in Patterson in maintenance training and sales, Bassitt said. The equipment is used for skimming milk and whey, removing bacteria, concentrating cream and standardizing dairy products.

Jacobs buys Carter Burgess, 11-05-07

Pasadena based Jacobs Engineering Group Inc. announced it is completing the acquisition of Carter & Burgess, a 3,200-person professional services firm headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas. Terms of the deal were not disclosed. The Pasadena, Calif.-based Jacobs, with more than 49,000 employees and revenues exceeding $8 billion, described the acquisition as a strategic step that strengthens its presence in western and southern states, particularly in private sector commercial and residential development. Jacobs maintains 160 offices in more than 20 countries. Founded in 1939, Carter & Burgess is a nationally recognized architecture, engineering, design, and planning firm serving public and private clients in the fields of transportation, water infrastructure programs, building programs, land development, and planning. The company is ranked 34th among the Top 500 U.S. Design Firms by Engineering News-Record (ENR). Terms of the deal were not disclosed.
Patterson buys California’s PTOS, 11-05-07

Minneapolis based Patterson Cos. Inc has bought Advanced Practice Systems, a California firm that makes software used by physical therapy practices. Mendota Heights-based Patterson, which distributes medical and veterinary supplies, did not disclose the terms of the deal. Patterson will incorporate Tarzana, California based Advanced Practice Systems into its rehabilitation supply and equipment business. Advanced Practice Systems' software, dubbed PTOS, allows physical therapists to manage tasks such as scheduling and billing. PTOS has a leading share in the market for such software, according to Patterson. PTOS also targets the home health care, occupational therapy, chiropractic and speech therapy markets.
Symantec Buys Vontu, 11-05-07

 Symantec Corp. has agreed to acquire Vontu Inc. for $350 million in cash and assumed options.  Company officials from Symantec, a Cupertino based firm said the transaction is expected to close in the fourth quarter. San Francisco-based Vontu focuses on data loss prevention. 
Varian buys Analogix, 11-05-07

Palo Alto based science instrument maker Varian bought the assets of Analogix, a drug industry equipment maker for $11 million. Varian will also assume some debt in the deal and could pay as much as $4 million more over three years, depending on the performance of the Analogix business. Analogix, which is based in Burlington, Wisconsin, makes consumables and instruments used in purifying compounds in drug development. 
