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For the Week of February 11, 2008

Microsoft buys Danger, 02-11-08

Microsoft Corp. identified that it has agreed to buy cell-phone software developer Danger Inc., bolstering the company's stake in the growing market for mobile device applications.

Privately held Danger, based in Palo Alto, Calif., makes software that allows cell-phone users to browse the Web, access e-mail and send and receive instant messages. Its wireless partners include Deutsche Telekom's T-Mobile and Fido, a division of Canada's Rogers Wireless Inc.

Microsoft officials identified that "The addition of Danger serves as a perfect complement to our existing software and services, and also strengthens our dedication to improving mobile experiences centered on individuals and what they like." Financial terms of the deal were not disclosed.
Atempo Acquires Lighthouse Global Technologies, 02-12-08

Atempo, a Palo Alto-based developer of data protection and file archiving software, said on Tuesday that it has acquired Connecticut-based Lighthouse Global Technologies, a developer of email archiving software. Company officials from Atempo said that it plans to integrate the two companies' technologies and called the acquisition an "important step" in meeting the growing data protection and digital archiving needs of its medium and large-company clients. Financial terms of the deal were not disclosed. 
FTI buys Strategic Discovery, 02-12-08

FTI Consulting, a Baltimore-based provider of business consulting and technology services, identified that it has acquired San Francisco-based Strategic Discovery Inc. (SDI) for an undisclosed sum. SDI provides software and services to companies facing demands for electronically stored information. SDI, which has 25 employees, will join the firm's Technology segment, with former president Adam Bendell becoming a senior managing director, and former principal Daryl Teshima and COO Sophie Rosswill become managing directors. FTI company officials announced that SDI will provide a significant presence in the Northern California market, which will allow us to pursue opportunities and serve our clients better. In addition, the West Coast increasingly serves as a bridge to Asia.

AECOM goes on Acquisition Spree, 02-13-08

Los Angeles based AECOM a leading provider of professional technical and management support services for government and commercial clients around the world, has gone on a buying spree acquiring three companies in the last week. First it announced today that it has signed a definitive agreement to acquire Earth Tech, Inc., a business unit of Tyco International Ltd. for $510 million. Earth Tech Inc. is a global provider of a full suite of engineering, construction and operations services to the international water/wastewater, environmental, transportation, and facilities markets. A business unit of Tyco International Ltd., Earth Tech employs some 7,000 talented people, delivering services to customers in 15 countries. Founded in 1970, Earth Tech is headquartered in Long Beach. Secondly, AECOM announced the acquisition of Newport based Boyle Engineering, financial details of the acquisition were not disclosed. Boyle employs over 600 with offices in 23 locations in California, Florida, Colorado and New Mexico. Thirdly, AECOM has announced its purchase of the Canadian firm Tecsult. The Montreal-based firm has 1,100 employees and focus on hydropower.  Financial terms were not disclosed.
Sigma Designs buys VXP, 02-13-07

Milpitas-based Sigma Designs identified that it has completed its acquisition of the VXP Image Processing business from Gennum Corporation. The deal was worth $18M in cash. According to Sigma, it has added approximately 46 employees from Gennum as part of the acquisition. The deal was originally announced on January 2nd.

Sun Microsystems buys innoteck, 02-13-08

Santa Clara-based Sun Microsystems said Tuesday that it has acquired innotek, a provider of open source virtualization software.  innotek is based in Stuttgart, Germany, and develops a software package called VirtualBox, which enables developers to build, test, and run applications on multiple operating system environments, including Windows, Linux, Mac, and Solaris operating systems. Financial terms of the acquisition were not disclosed. 
ARC buys Sonic Focus, 02-14-08

British based ARC International announced that it has acquired San Jose based Sonic Focus, Inc., a privately held company for $6.5 million. Sonic Focus provides award winning audio enhancement technology that already has achieved design wins in a number of desktop PCs and laptops, and currently is designed into a wide range of consumer electronics products. Sonic Focus's products recreate studio quality audio when audio fidelity has been degraded due to digital compression. Sonic Focus's products are widely considered to have the most robust audio solutions for music enthusiasts, and bring natural surround sound to digitally compressed stereo files.

Macrovision Sells Software Unit, 02-14-08

Macrovision announced that it is selling its software business unit to a private equity firm Thoma Cressey Bravo. The cash deal, is valued at about $200 million. Mark Bishof, currently Macrovision's executive vice president and general manager of the software unit, will become chief executive of the new stand-alone company.
Nektar to lay-off, 02-14-08

San Carlos based Nektar Therapeutics announced a restructuring designed to complete its transition from a drug delivery service provider to a therapeutics drug development organization. The restructuring will streamline the company, consolidate corporate functions, and strengthen decision-making and execution within the business units. "We are transforming Nektar into a world-class drug development company and these changes are a natural progression on the path to achieving this vision," said Howard W. Robin, President and Chief Executive Officer of Nektar. "This restructuring aligns the organization with the future direction of our company and strengthens our ability to drive programs rapidly through the clinic." Approximately 150 positions have been eliminated as a result of the restructuring. Importantly, Nektar has preserved the necessary technical and manufacturing personnel and capabilities to support its ongoing effort to forge a new partnership for its inhaled insulin programs. 

SGI buys Linux Network, 02-14-08

California based SGI has announced its purchase of Bluffdale, Utah-based Linux Networx, a developer of high performance computing (HPC) technology focused on Linux clusters. Financial terms of the acquisition were not disclosed. SGI said the deal to acquire the core assets of Linux Networx provides it with software and patents in the area of cluster design, power and cooling and overall cluster optimization. The company will also hire key personnel from the company. Linux Networx was venture backed by Canaccord Adams, Lehman Brothers Venture Partners, Oak Investment Partners, and Tudor Ventures. As part of the deal, SGI said that it has received an investment from two of Linux Networx investors, Oak Investment Partners and Lehman Brothers.
SMART buys Adtron, 02-14-08

Fremont based SMART Modular Technologies has purchased  Phoenix, Arizona-based Adtron, a designer and manufacturer of solid state flash disk drives, has been acquired. SMART Modular Technologies, identified that it is paying $20M in cash plus up to an additional $15M if revenue targets are met for 2008 for Adtron. SMART Modular is a supplier of Flash, DRAM, and other memory, embedded computing, and TFT liquid crystal displays to the OEM market. 
Trintech buys Movaris, 02-14-08

British based Trintech, a provider of integrated financial governance, transaction risk management, and compliance solutions, has signed a definitive agreement to acquire Movaris, a venture-backed company located in San Jose, California. Movaris has presence in solutions that integrate and manage the financial close and other governance, risk and compliance processes. The Movaris solution encompasses SOX Compliance, Financial Close, Account Reconciliation, GRC (Governance, Risk and Compliance) and Enterprise Risk Manager Applications. Movaris has over 80 enterprise customers that span a broad range of industries. Financial details were not disclosed.

Epicor buys NSB Retail, 02-15-08

Irvine-based Epicor Software has completed the firm's acquisition of NSB Retail Systems PLC, the firm said Thursday. The deal was worth $322M, and was originally announced in December. 

NSB Retail Systems PLC is a provider of software for the retail market. Epicor Software is a developer of software for the enterprise business market, and is used by companies in the manufacturing, distribution, retail, and hospitality market. Epicor had also purchased New York based CRC Systems for $121 million creating one if not the largest retail software based companies in the nation.

