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For the Week of March 16-22
NovaCoast buys Integrated Network Systems, 03-17-08

Santa Barbara-based Novacoast identified that it has acquired Integrated Network Systems, LLC, a provider of desktop management, email and groupware consulting, and network design. 

Integrated Network Solutions serves Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas. Novacoast is a provider of IT professional services and product development. Financial terms of the acquisition were not disclosed.
Microsoft buys Rapt 03-18-08

Microsoft identified that it has acquired San Francisco-based Rapt, a developer of technology designed to help digital media businesses better price and provision their advertising assets.

The deal is expected to help Microsoft keep in pace with Mountain View-based Google, which currently is building its own "digital dashboard" for advertisers. Rapt was founded in 1998 and has 85 employees. Its client list includes CNET Networks, Dow Jones & Company, Microsoft, MTV Networks, NBC Universal and the New York Times Company. Financial details were no disclosed.
SAIC buys Linguistics Firm, 03-18-08

San Diego-based Science Applications International Corporation identified that it has signed a definitive agreement to acquire SM Consulting, Inc., a Linthicum, Maryland-based provider of services to the federal, state, and local government market and others. SMC offers linguistic services, foreign language translation, and training to the defense and intelligence industry. SAIC said that SMC employs more than 460 people and will join its Mission Integration Business Unit in Reston, Va. Financial terms of the deal were not disclosed.

Spansion buys Saifun, 03-18-08

Sunnyvale-based Spansion, a provider of Flash memory products announced that it has completed its acquisition of Saifun Semiconductor. The deal, which was originally announced in October of last year, was approximately $368M in stock and cash when it was announced. 

Saifun is a provider of semiconductor IP for the non-volatile memory market; Spansion is one of the major customers of Saifun, and incorporates its technology into its Flash memory products.
Unidym Spins off New Company 03-18-08

Menlo Park-based Unidym identified that it has spun off a new company, Ensysce Biosciences, focused on research into the medical therapeutic applications of carbon nanotubes. 

According to Unidym, it has licensed its nanotechnology patent portfolio to Ensysce and will hold a significant equity position in the new company. Unidym said the deal also includes up-front licensing deals and royalties from Ensysce in exchange for its licenses. Unidym reported that an unnamed angel investor is backing Ensysce

