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For the Week of March 23- 31
Campbell’s to Expand in Dixon, 03-23-08

Campbell Soups Company has announced the expansion of their Dixon tomato processing facility and increase production. In a company release, the expansion estimated at $23 million, includes new equipment and control systems for vegetable receiving, preparation, packaging and concentration. The investment is to increase tomato processing capacity at the plant by 15 percent and will also allow the company to process other vegetable for its beverages and specialty ingredients for its soups and sauces.  According to Campbell's the Dixon plant will process a variety of organic vegetables for products like V-8 organic vegetable juice, Prego pasta sauce and Pace Salsa. Construction is expected to being in June and be completed by the summer of 2009. 
Comcast to Development New Campus, 03-23-08

Comcast announced the creation of a new customer support and operations campus in Livermore to accommodate its expanding services in the Bay Area. Comcast will initially add 200 jobs in Livermore with the potential for additional positions and will consolidate its regional office staff from four locations into one campus to better serve its customers. The campus site is an existing lot of 26 acres that will be home to a three building campus (220,000 sq. ft) that will house 1,000 employees.  One building will house a 500 + seat customer service center. The call center is expected to be in operation by August and the other buildings should be available by December.
Sconza to Buy Hershey’s close Oakdale Plant, 03-23-08

Oakland's Sconza Candy Company, a maker of premium candy products, a family run business for nearly 70 years has identified that it plans to purchase the former Hershey's chocolate plant in Oakdale which was closed last year. The move will allow Sconza the opportunity to expand 
operations to meet increased demand for its products. See further details at 03-26 Minute and background on Hershey's at Markets
ADLINK Technology buys Ampro Computers, 03-24-08

San Jose-based Ampro Computers has identified that it has accepted an offer to be acquired by the Taiwanese firm - ADLINK Technology. Ampro Computers is a developer of embedded, board-level computers, used in the medical electronics, defense, industrial control, retail device, avionics, and other industries. ADLINK is a test and measurement, and other embedded computer products and is headquartered in Taiwan. Financial terms were not disclosed.
Synopsis acquires Synplicity, 03-25-08

Synopsis, a Mountain View-based developer of electronic Design automation software to chip design companies, has identified that it will acquire Sunnyvale-based Synplicity, a supplier of tools for the design and verification of semiconductors, a deal worth $227 million. Synopsys will pay $8 cash a share in the deal, which is expected to close by mid-year. Synplicity will become a unit of Synopsis and its stock will cease trading.
Western Digital to Lay Off, 03-24-08

Lake Forest-based disk drive maker Western Digital has identified that it will lay off approximately 800 employees -- the majority in Malaysia -- as part of an effort to streamline its operations. WD identified that it will eliminate 770 positions in Malaysia, and approximately 30 in San Jose, as part of a move to only supply media and substrate to its own hard drive business. The operation being impacted was part of the firm's acquisition of Komag in 2007. According to WD, the move represents less than 2 percent of the company's total employee count, which numbers approximately 42,500. The firm said the shift will move focus of its Penang, Malaysia facilities to magnetic media, with plating and polishing in Penang being moved to other Malaysia facilities.
Wyle Sells Unit, 03-24-08

El Segundo-based Wyle identified that it has sold its Santa Clara test operations to Silicon Turnkey Solutions, a Milpitas-based provider of test and qualifications services. Wyle is a provider of aerospace engineering and IT services to the federal government. The firm's Santa Clara test operations served the aerospace, military and commercial electronics industry. Financial terms of the deal were not disclosed.
Chartered acquires Hitachi Unit, 03-31-08

Singapore based with offices in Milpitas, Chartered Semiconductor Manufacturing Ltd. announced that it has completed the acquisition of Hitachi Semiconductor Singapore Ltd, in a $240M cash deal. According to Chartered, it completed the acquisition of 100 percent of the shares in HNS, which operates an eight inch wafer fab in Singapore. 
Intel Spins Off Company, 03-31-08

Santa Clara-based Intel announced that it has finalized a transaction with STMicroelectronics and private equity firm Francisco Partners, to spin off its NOR flash division and to create a new company called Numonyx B.V. The new company will design, develop, and manufacture NOR and NAND flash memory products.  According to Intel, approximately 2,500 Intel employees will join the new firm. Francisco Partners has invested $150M in cash in the new firm for 6.3 percent ownership; the new company also has received $450M in debt financing from Intesa Sanpaolo S.p.A. and Unicredit Banca d'Impresa S.p.A., plus $100M in a revolving credit facility. Intel will own 45.1 percent of Numonyx in exchange for the transfer of assets associated with its flash memory business.
Yahoo Launches Women’s Site, 03-31-08

Yahoo has launched its ambitious woman's site called Shine.  The site is aimed at women between ages 25 and 54 that the company thinks it has underserved till now, even though it has as many as 40 million women who come to the site each month, the company said. It has content in nine specific categories: Fashion & Beauty, Food, Healthy Living, Work & Money, Love and Relationships, Parenting, At Home, Entertainment & Culture, and Astrology. Its future is unknown given the pending Microsoft offer.
Business Lay Offs and Firings, 03-31-08

Recent changes due to investor concerns have caused CNET to fire 120 people in the effort to appease stockholders who apparently want to see increased revenue and improvement on deployment of products. Openware Systems plans to cut 200 jobs. Redwood City based Support.com announced that it will move 100 jobs to Texas by the end of the year.
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